Colorado
A New

Perspective

This book was made for a Douglas County School
fund raising project.
A small portion of the proceeds will
be given to the school district
and applied to the cost of the production of the book.
The majority of the proceeds from the sale of this book
will go to the victims of the Aurora movie theater
shooting and the Newtown, Connecticut school shooting.
Thank you for supporting our schools
and helping others who are in need.

To purchase this book go to
www.bookcrafters.net

Dedication
This book is dedicated to all those who have lost loved ones
and to all victims in the world who have been through
or affected by an act of violence particularly those of the
Aurora Movie Theatre Shooting, in Aurora, Colorado,
and the Newtown, Connecticut School Shooting.
You may designate where you wish the funds to go
with your purchase of this book.
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Foreword
We hope the following pages will help those who have lost
a loved one and have been going through a very difficult time,
be able to get back on their feet again and on the road
to healing and happiness.
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Introduction
Dear Readers,
This book was composed by Mr. Glenn Thompson’s Challenge to
Excellence sixth grade students because of the increasing number of
senseless violent tragedies in the United States and around the world.
These students in Parker, Colorado, wanted to find a way to reach out
to all people and the families that have been affected by these senseless
tragedies. This book in particular is dedicated to the victims and families
of the Aurora movie theatre shooting that happened in our neighbor
community and to the victims and families of the Newtown, Connecticut
school shooting.
Sincerely,
Mr. Thompson’s sixth grade students

Enclosed is a collection of lighthearted pictures
with eight questions and answers that were asked of students,
family, friends and the community
and lists of inspirational movies, songs, books
and other resources.

3

4

Dear Victims, Family and Friends,
We acknowledge that we do not in any way understand what any
of you are going through, nor will we ever understand the true pain
or loss that you all have experienced.
This book is a humble attempt to lift your spirits, if only for a
moment, and to let you know how much you are loved!

The students at Challenge to Excellence came up
with some questions to ask their friends, family and community.
The first one was, “What makes you smile?”
Here are the results.
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Once again,
this book is a humble
attempt to lift your spirits,
if only for a moment,
and to let you know
how much you are loved!
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What makes you smile?

We all are sorry for what happened and want you to be happy.
You all have the right to be happy and to have hope and
we all want you to experience those things.
Here is a picture to get you started.
Taimen, age 11
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Smiley faces are contagious, that is why I drew them.
I think these might make you smile.
Aaron, age 11

A perfect sunset makes me smile.
It is God showing me that He is holding me tight!
Kenna, age 12
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A lot of things make me
smile. However, the one
thing that stands out the
most is my family and
vacation. When combined
it is magical!
Payton, age 12

I think what makes me smile
is talking cat pictures, jokes,
and random things, funny
things that happen in life.
Ben, age 12
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Swimming with my sister and uncle in his pool makes me smile.
It is fun to dive off the diving board, go down the slide, swim laps in the
pool, play games in the water like volleyball, and Marco Polo with my sister.
Swimming makes me happy and relaxes me.
Taryn, age 12

It makes me smile when
businesses succeed in
America and owner and
stockholders make profit
and give back to the economy.
Dane, age 11
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It makes me smile when I
think of my dog, Skits. He
used to pull my boots off
with his teeth and pull me
across the floor. It was the
cutest thing to watch.
Ava, age 11

My dog Skits
There are many things in the world that you can smile about. Candy
makes me and my friends smile. Funny jokes make you laugh when you are
sad. You may think there’s nothing left to live for, but there is! There are
many people who love you and
want you happy! You could smile
about a day off of work, a spa,
or a day doing what you want.
There is always something to
smile about. The police officers
that protect us and put their
life on the line for our safety,
is something to smile about.
Knowing that you are always
cared about, and that there is
good in and around you and your
family.
Tori, age 11
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What makes me smile is seeing a little kitten all fluffy and warm,
waiting for a hug to warm your heart.
Rachel, age 12
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Going to spin class together makes me smile.
Joe, age 52
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Going to the Downtown Aquarium together makes me smile!
Tracey, age 44
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The state of North Dakota
makes me smile and the roses
in my rose garden.
Ev, Christian’s Grandpa
Tracey’s father
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Riding in my boatie
makes me smile.
Luke, age 4

Playing all kinds of sports
makes me smile.
Geoffrey, age 12
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Laughter makes me smile!
Caleb, age 12

Looking outside and watching it snow makes me smile.
Grace, age 12
17

This picture makes me smile and reminds me to always have
your family in mind. And that you should give each family member
a hug because you never know when bad things could happen.
Aasal, age 12
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My faith in God makes me smile. This cross right here actually has
different meanings and it symbolizes a lot. Having God on your side does
a lot, not only do you pray to him whenever you are going through a rough
time. He is also your best guy to rely on. Some people think that it is stupid
believing what they think is not real. But all you have to do is believe. All you
have to do is say one prayer and in that prayer you have to ask Jesus into
your heart and He will be on your side helping you whenever you need help.
Jesus will always forgive you when you make a mistake, so I recommend you
ask Him into your heart unless you already have.
Chase, age 11
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